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Day Standard Instructions 

Monday Determine the main idea of a 
text and explain how key details 
support the main idea.  

● Read and review the skills slides.  

● Read What is Money? and determine the main idea.  

● Underline the key details and explain how the key 

details support the main idea statement.  

Tuesday Determine the main idea of a 
text and explain how key details 
support the main idea.  

● Read Where Does Money Come From? and 

determine the main idea.  

● Underline the key details and explain how the key 

details support the main idea statement.  

Wednesday Comparing Informational Texts ● Read and review the skills slides.  

● Reread What is Money and Where Does Money 

Come From? 

● Complete the table to compare the two texts.  

Thursday Opinion Essay ● Review how to plan an essay and break down the 

writing prompt.  

● Read the three sources on Allowances then 

annotate the text for evidence.  

● Plan your essay using the graphic organizers.  

Friday Opinion Essay ● Write your essay.  

● Edit and revise your essay.  

Daily: Read a book of your choice for 30 minutes.  

 
 
**If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, 
please contact their teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed 
to supporting our students throughout this distance learning experience. Thank you 
for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Main Idea Review 
 

 
 
Elementary schools are an important part of a community.  
“Elementary schools” is the topic because it is who or what the 
information is telling about. “are an important part of a community” is 
the point because it is explaining what is being explained about the 
topic of elementary schools.  
 
 

In order to determine the main idea, we need to look carefully at the key 
details. The key details should directly support the main idea statement. 
The key details will also help determine the point of the main idea, or what 
the point author is telling the reader about the topic. Then, it is important to 
explain how the key details provide specific information about the point. 
Think about these questions:  

● What are the key details telling the reader about the topic? 
● How do the key details support the main idea? 
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Name Date 

Cold Reads 
U N I T  5  

What Is Money? 

Long before money existed as we know it today, people traded 

things to get what they needed. For example, if you had a goat and 

you needed grain, you would try to make a trade. You would offer 

your goat to someone in exchange for grain. If she wanted a goat, 

she would trade. You would both determine whether the grain and 

the goat had the same value. If you agreed on the value, you were 

in luck! You would receive the grain, and she would get the goat. 

However, this method didn’t always work. For one thing, the 

person with grain might not want to exchange it for a goat! Instead, 

she might want honey. Therefore you would have to trade your goat 

with someone who had honey. Once you obtained honey, you could 

trade it with the person who had the grain. All of this would take 

some time. Yet, for centuries, this was how people acquired what 

they needed. 

Over time, to make trading easier, people began using 

certain objects for money. They would give different values to 

different objects. 

In some societies, people who worked for others earned their 

pay in shells. Everyone agreed that you could give shells to 

someone and get grain or other things in return. In other places, 

people paid for items using beads. 

In Rome, people earned salt in exchange for work. When they 

went to purchase an item, they would give a merchant an amount 

of salt as payment. Coins were first used in what is now Iraq. Paper 

money was first used in China. 

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Grade 3, Unit 5 
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Monday 

 
What is the main idea of the text What is Money? 
 
 
 
 
 
In the text What is Money?, underline the key details that support the main 
idea. Then, write to explain how the key details support the main idea 
statement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 
 
What is the main idea of the text Where Does Money Come From? 
 
 
 
 
In the text Where Does Money Come From?, underline the key details that 
support the main idea. Then, write to explain how the key details support the 
main idea statement. 
 

 
 

 



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Big Questions: Where does money come from?

Image 1. Money comes in many different forms, including paper bills, metal coins and plastic cards. Photo from Getty.

Take a peek in your parent's wallet. You will likely find green paper bills and metal coins. There

may be a few plastic cards, too. These bills, coins and cards are money. Grown-ups use money to

buy food, clothes and beautiful toys.

In the book "The Adventures of Pinocchio," Pinocchio is a puppet who becomes a child. He

believes that money grows on trees. It takes him a bit of time to understand that this is not really

true. Adults work at jobs to earn money. Children can earn money, too, by doing chores. You

might also get money as a gift for your birthday.

Department Of Treasury

Every country makes its own money. In the United States, a government agency called the

Treasury department makes the money. It has machines that print and cut paper bills. They come

in different amounts, including $1 bills, $5 bills, $20 bills and $100 bills. The Treasury

department also makes coins, from pennies and nickels to half-dollars and dollar coins. The

Treasury can make as much money as it wants. However, there may be a problem if it makes too

much. It could lead to inflation. 

By The Conversation, adapted by Newsela staff on 11.18.19
Word Count 630
Level 650L



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Inflation happens when prices increase. Suppose the Treasury prints more money than necessary.

Because there is more money in circulation, people's wallets get fatter. They are willing to pay

more for things. Soon, stores raise prices and everything is more expensive. It costs more to buy

the same things. That is inflation. Sometimes, you might hear an adult complain that "life is too

expensive." Blame it on inflation.

I'll Trade You

People did not always use money to buy things. Thousands of years ago, people bartered. They

traded things they had for things they wanted. For it to work, each side had to agree that the trade

was a good one. For example, a gardener might have traded vegetables for a bag of salt from his

friend. 

Bartering worked for a while. As time passed, though, people invented money to replace it. It was

easier to use paper bills and coins to buy things. 

Put It In A Bank

Still, carrying around a lot of paper bills and coins can

be hard. A wallet can only fit so much. Instead, people

store their money in a bank to keep it safe. In return,

the bank gives them an ATM card. ATM stands for

Automated Teller Machine. It is a special bank

machine with money inside it. The ATM lets you

withdraw money from the bank. First, you insert your

ATM card into the machine. The machine reads the

card and knows that you have money in the bank.

Then, you tell the machine how much money you

want to take out. The money comes out of a slot in the

machine.

Buying On Credit

Some adults have other plastic cards in their wallet, too. They are called credit cards. People use

credit cards to borrow money from a bank to pay for things. Usually, you do this when you do not

have enough money to buy something that you need right away. 

At the store, you swipe the credit card in a machine when checking out. This tells the bank that you

bought something. The next month, the bank sends you a bill. It wants the money back. Paying it

back quickly is important. Otherwise, you will have to pay a fee called interest. The longer you take

to repay, the more interest the bank charges.    

The original text of this article was written by Fabrizio Carmignani, a professor at the Griffith

Business School at Griffith University.
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Read the texts What Is Money?  (Passage 1) and Where Does Money Come From? (Passage 2), then 
fill in the circles to complete the table below.  
 

 Passage 1 
What is Money? 

Passage 2 
Where Does 
Money Come 

From? 

Both  

Explains why money was introduced. Ⓐ Ⓑ Ⓒ 

Describes how money is made.  Ⓓ Ⓔ Ⓕ 

Describes how shells and beads were used for 
payment.  

Ⓖ Ⓗ Ⓘ 

Explains how there must be an agreement before 
a trade can be made. 

Ⓙ Ⓚ Ⓛ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Review Planning an Essay 

 
 
Review: 
Remember, planning for an essay includes your controlling idea (answer to 
the prompt), main idea statements for your body paragraphs (reasons to 
support the controlling idea), transitions, evidence from the sources and 
elaboration. A good essay also has an introduction paragraph and a 
conclusion paragraph.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









Thursday 
Prompt:  Write an essay in which you give your opinion about whether kids should be given an 
allowance or not. Use information from the passages in your essay. 
 
 
Evidence Table 

Should Should Not 
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